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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . In view of the rejections below, the Examiner has re-opened prosecution of the 
instant application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 1 requires "nuts for attaching the facing strip to the metal plates." For the 
purposes of infringement, it is not clear to an alleged infringer. whether or not the nut has 
to attach the facing strip to the metal plate. Similar language can be found in the 
following claims: 

a. claim 1 : "nuts for attaching the facing strip to the metal plate" (second 
occurrence. 

b. claim 1 : "mounting bracket for connecting the bullet containment frame to 
the facing strip." 

c. claim 12: "a facing strip configured to clamp against the two pieces of 
plate steel." 

d. claim 12: "a mounting bracket for holding a bullet containment frame." 

e. claim 15: "holes therein for receiving fasteners." 

f. claim 26: "fasteners for holding the post at least partially in the channel." 

g. claim 26: "the backing strip for receiving the fasteners." 

4. Claims 38, 39, 55 and 56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
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matter which applicant regards as the invention. Claim 38 recites the limitation "the 
mounting bracket" in. line 10. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in 
the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or pn sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 36, 37 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by admitted prior art Fig. 3a. Figure 3a discloses metal plates 182, 184; facing strip 
186; attachment mechanism 190; wood post 194; containment frame 196; and, 
intervening structure 188, 192. Applicant is not specific as to what is meant by 
"intervening structure." 

7. Claims 12, 17, 19, 21, 22, 36, 37, 38 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by US 5822936 issued to Bateman. 

8. With respect to claim 12, Bateman discloses steel plates 210; facing strip 214; 
mounting bracket 230, 238; a plurality of nuts and bolts 222, 234; bullet containment 
frame (not shown but specification discloses that a chain or steel cable runs through 
mounting brackets for attachment to a wall, the wall qualifying as the bullet containment 
frame). The nuts and bolts are not disclosed as extending into the wall. 

9. With respect to claim 17, bracket 230, 238 is an arm extending away from the 
plate steel. 
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10. With respect to claim 19, mounting bracket 230, 238 is generally L-shaped. 

11. With respect to claim 21, Bateman discloses the steel plates 210; facing strip 
214; backing strip 230; arm 238; bullet containment frame (the wall as discussed with 
respect to claim 12). 

12. With respect to claim 22, refer to the rejection of claim 12. 

13. With respect to claim 36-39, Bateman discloses the structure as discussed above 
including wood post 250, bolts 222 and intervening structure 234, 230. 

Conclusion 

14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Troy Chambers whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6874 between the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., M-F. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Michael J. Carone, 
can be reached at (571) 272-6873. 
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